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#18

EXTRACT OF THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL OF THE
PARISH OF ST. BERNARD, STATE OF LOUISIANA, TAKEN AT A REGULAR
MEETING HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF THE ST. BERNARD PARISH
GOVERNMENT COMPLEX, 8201 WEST JUDGE PEREZ DRIVE, CHALMETTE,
LOUISIANA ON TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2014 AT SEVEN O'CLOCK P.M.

On motion of Mr. Lewis, seconded by Mr. Montelongo, it was moved to adopt
the following ordinance:

ORDINANCE SBPC #1584-12-14

Summary No. 3147

Introduced by: Administration on 9/22/14

Executive/Finance Committee recommended Approval on 11/26/14
Public hearing held on 12/2/14

AN ORDINANCE TO ADOPT THE 2015 ST. BERNARD PARISH ANNUAL
OPERATING AND CAPITAL BUDGET.

ST. BERNARD PARISH COUNCIL DOES HEREBY ORDAIN:

SECTION 1. That St. Bernard Parish Annual Operating and Capital Budget
for 2015 is hereby adopted as per attached in Exhibit “A”.

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the Governing Authority of St. Bernard Parish
that the organizational chart provided in the passed budget document shall be the
only authorized positions of St. Bernard Parish Government unless otherwise
passed via the ordinance process by the St. Bernard Parish Council, and;

WHEREAS, when the consultant's results are in with the proper pay grids,
that the finance department as well as Administration, returns to the St. Bernard
Parish Council with a properly documented budget amendment which will pull the
salaries in line with the red line of the upper levels with the grid, should that become
necessary; and,

WHEREAS, each department shall be treated as a separate fund for the
purpose of the five percent (5%) budgetary compliance in accordance with the state
law; and,

WHEREAS, no monies shall be moved from one fund or department
without official action taken by the Parish Council; and,

WHEREAS, all revenues generated by a specific department shall be
budgeted as a revenue within that departments specific budget.
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SECTION 2. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective
immediately upon authorizing signature by the Parish President. In the event of a
presidential veto this ordinance shall become effective upon a two-thirds favorable
vote of the total membership of the Council pursuant to Sections 2-11 and 2-13 of
the St. Bernard Parish Home Rule Charter.

SECTION 3. Severability. If any section, clause, paragraph, provision or
portion of this ordinance shall be held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of
competent jurisdiction, such holding shall not affect any other section, clause,
paragraph, provision or portion of this ordinance, the St. Bernard Parish Council
hereby expresses and declares that it would have adopted the remaining portion of
this Ordinance with the invalid portions omitted.

The above and foregoing having been submitted to a vote, the vote
thereupon resulted as follows:

YEAS: Lauga, Gorbaty, Lewis, Hunnicutt, Montelongo, Cavignac
NAYS: None
ABSENT: None
The Chairman, Mr. Mclnnis, cast his vote as YEA.
And the motion was declared adopted on the 2nd day of December, 2014.

/& Y

GUY/MCINNIS
COUNCIL CHAIR

A
ROXANNE ADAMS
CLERK OF COUNCIL

Delivered to the Parish President

125101y 2:30pm
Date and Time
/
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até and Time .
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8201 West Judge Perez Drive Chalmette, Louisiana 70043
Phone (504) 278-4200 Fax (504) 278-4330

David E. Peralta

Parish President

December 11, 2014

Council Chair Mr. Guy McInnis
8201 W. Judge Perez Drive
Chalmette LA, 70043

Re: Veto Certain Line Items in the 2015 Budget
Dear Council Chair Mr. Guy Mclnnis:

Please consider this letter formal notification of my intent to veto certain line items in the
2015 budget ordinance SBPC #1584-12-14. Having considered it with that solemn regard to the
principles of the Home Rule Charter, I have come to the conclusion that certain line items ought
not to become the law and policy of St. Bernard Parish.

The District Attorney’s office performs the essential function of keeping every citizen of
St. Bernard safe. I have known Judge Nicosia for many years. In order to provide better
protections for the citizens of St. Bernard he has asked for my help in funding his new office. He
plans to modernize his office and place key personnel in positions that will streamline the
process to prosecute criminals. He will also establish a diversion program for those offenders
that have a chance at rehabilitation. It is my honor and privilege to help support Judge Nicosia in
all his future endeavors and I have no doubt that he will deliver on every promise he has made to
our citizens.

However, my support of his office must be tempered by the hard fiscal truths we
experience today. Late in the evening on December 2nd, the Council crafted a budget
amendment that threw into chaos months of work performed by my finance department. In one
deed the budget was slashed and essential lines were cut without my consultation. The majority
of the items I will let stand in the spirit of cooperation and secure in the knowledge that Judge
Nicosia shall use the funds wisely and for the good of all. I must, for the integrity of my
administration and for the right of every citizen to have a fully functioning government, veto
seven line items included in that amendment and one expense elsewhere in the budget to keep
the budget balanced.



First, I am vetoing the additional projected sales tax in excess of $60,000.00. As the
guardian of the public fisc, it is my solemn duty to protect the citizen’s investment from
spending whose revenue source may never materialize. This is a dangerous precedent that, if left
unchecked, could lead to detrimental consequences for our financial future. Second, $57,200.00
was taken from various professional services in finance and administration. These funds are
slated for important outside consultants with regards to the legal and financial position of the
parish. Third, a supervisor position was eliminated at my road department. Although I am willing
to sacrifice certain expenses, I am not willing to give up key personnel for the sake of other
agencies of government. This veto would reduce the Council’s decreases in the budget leaving a
$126,638.24 deficit. The Charter prohibits our government from operating under an imbalanced
budget. Therefore, I must compensate by vetoing an equal or greater value expenditure
elsewhere.

The Economic Development Foundation (hereinafter referred to as “EDF”) is a boon to
St. Bernard Parish. No one can say that it has not met or exceeded its goals. It is therefore, with a
heavy heart, I must veto the funding afforded to the EDF in its entirety. This will bring the
budget into balance. I am only vetoing the entirety of the amount due to the constraints of the
“line item veto” power. The “line item veto” can only be used to veto an entire line item and
cannot be used to amend certain amounts in that line item. I would gladly entertain a budget
amendment that would replace all surplus funds to the EDF. Additionally, if additional funds
become available during the fiscal year I will inform Council of such surpluses to help fund the
EDF.

In conclusion, I would like to applaud this Council’s diligence and hard work on the
budget. We have successfully worked together to lower our expenses and ensure that the spirit
and mandates of the charter are heeded. It is my hope that you let this veto stand and we can
move forward into the next year as partners for the betterment of St. Bernard Parish.

Sincerely,

O S —=

David E. Peralta
Parish President
St. Bernard Parish Government
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2015 Original Capital Operating Budget

Proposed 9-22-2014 (amd 12-1-2014)

A B C D E H 1
1020001 - GENERAL FFUND
1021|6510 - Economic Development Comm.
1022 |(in Whole Numbers)

2013 Actual 2014 Adopted

1023 Classification (1/1/2013 - Budget (as of 2015 Originally Change between
1024 (U,EO,C) 12/31/2013) 9/2/2014) Adopted Budget 2014 and 2015
1025
1026 |[EXPENDITURES
1027| OPERATING EXPENDITURES VETO
1028 Grant-Economic Development 560319 243,750.00 150,000.00 225,000.00 75,000.00
1029 Total OPERATING EXPENDITURES 243,750.00 150,000.00 225,000.00 75,000.00
1030 Total EXPENDITURES 243,750.00 150,000.00 225,000.00 75,000.00
1031
1032 |NET EFFECT ON FUND BALANCE (243,750.00) (130,000 00) (225,000.00) (75,000.00)

Date: 12/11/2014, 10:25 AM

17 of 96



8201 West Judge Perez Drive Chalmette, Louisiana 70043
Phone (504) 278-4200 Fax (504) 278-4330

David E. Peralta
Parish President

January 6, 2015

Council Clerk Roxanne Adams
8201 W. Judge Perez Drive
Chalmette LA, 70043

Re: Veto of Certain Line Items in the 2015 Budget

Dear Council Clerk:

Please consider this letter formal notification of my intent to retract the veto of certain
line items in the 2015 budget ordinance SBPC #1584-12-14.

My original reason for the veto was three-fold. First, I was concerned with the increase of
unsubstantiated sales tax revenues. My concern was abated with the increase in the sales tax
revenue from a series of tax audits received after the veto went into effect. My second and third
concerns dealt with the ability of government to function properly with decreases in certain
budgets. These concerns were abated with the introduction of the budget amendment Summary
No. 3181. This amendment was constructed with input from council, Mr. Grobaty, and myself.

In conclusion, I would like to thank the Council for working with me and my staff to
resolve all of my concerns in a professional and timely manner. I therefore withdraw the veto of
SBPC #1584-12-14.

Sincerely,

Q0L

David E. Peralta
Parish President
St. Bernard Parish Government




